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TO THE 


MAGISTRACY OF GREAT-BRITAIN, 


AND TO . 


THE SOCIETY FOR CARRYING 
His Mai Es T's late Royal PRocLamaTiON 


I 


INTO EF RECT: 


THE FOLLOWING WORK, 
INTENDED TO GIVE GREATER 


EFFICACY TO THEIR ENDEAVORS, 
IS HUMBLY INSCRIBED 


BY 


1 


| A Member of that Soctety, P 


| 


| ADVERTISEMENT. 


W I THOU T acceding to the ſtrange 


conjeftures concerning the origin of 
the name and office of ConsTaBLEg, in 


which ſome writers of no mean authority 


have indulged their Fancy, we are willing 
to admit, that he is, or may be, a very 
uſeful member of the community: And molt 
JusTicEs or THE PEACE are ready to 
acknowledge, that much of their ſucceſs in 
carrying the Laws into execution depends on 


the ability, diſcretion, and activity, of their 


ſubordinate Officers. When theſe qualities 
are wanting on the part of the Conſtable, the 
beſt exertions of the Magiſtrate will often- 
times miſcarry, and the purpoſes of the moſt. 
wholeſome laws will be defeated. — It would 
be of ſingular advantage to the public, if 
this were more ſeriouſly conſidered by thoſe, 


in whom the appointment of Conſtables is 
velted, 


It 


| 


: 
' 
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It too often happens, that, in the nomi- 
nation of perſons to this ſervice at the Court 
Leet, or before the Magiſtrate, ſome illite- 
rate perſon, in a moſt dependant ſituation, 


who has perhaps rendered himſelf obnoxious 


to the reſentment of the pariſhioners, is 
brought forward, accepted, and ſworn into 
this troubleſome and invidious office; others 
are appointed to it in ſucceſſion; the perſons 
who nominate them not conſidering whether 
they have any ability to fill it with credit to 
themſelves, or benefit to the public. What 
wonder, then, if the Laws loſe their efficacy 


in ſuch hands, and the courle of Juſtice is 
obſtructed ? | 


Complaints of this kind are heard from 
almoſt every quarter; and the SociErx for 
carrying his Majeſty's late Royal Proc a- 
MATION into effett, has conſidered this grie- 
vance as an object well deſerving its atten- 
tion; and it has directed, that a plain Ab- 
ſtract of the Duty of Conſtables ſhould be 
made public; that ſuch of them as are ready 
to plead ignorance in their excuſe, may be 


better inform'd, and that the careleſs may 
| | be 
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be excited to a proper ſenſe of their duty. 


If the effect of this publication ſhould be a 
more effectual preſervation of peace, decency, 
and good order in the community, and a 
more vigorous enforcement of the Laws, 
thoſe eſpecially wherein the morals of the 
people are concerned, the Society will feel 
itſelf amply recompenſed for the pains here 
taken, in a matter, which appeared to it 
of very conſiderable importance to the general. 
Velfare. 


N. B. It is recommended to Magiſtrates to 
direct that theſe Inflructions be put into the 
hands of every High Conſtable, Petty 
Conſtable, and Tything-man, Sc. at the 
time of their being ſworn into their Office 3 
and be charged in the firſt article of their 


diſburſements, 


3 


 Thoul 


and extent of your office ; that you _ 


* — 


DIRECTIONS 
#1 | T 0 THE 
HIGH CONSTABLE, 


AT THE TIME or H1S APPOINTMENT, 


* My. 


p 


JF O U have been duly eleQed, and this 

' 4 day have been ſworn into the office of 
high conſtable of the hundred in which you 
are appointed to act; and it is proper that you 
{be made acquainted with the nature 


neither think too lightly of it on the one hand, 
and ſo be negligent where much activity and 
vigilance are required; nor may, on the 
other hand, think too highly of your autho- 
rity, and thereby be induced to exerciſe it 


beyond due bounds, and in an improper 


manner. It is neceſſary to give you this 


caution, becauſe ſome perſons inveſted with 
your office, have falſely conſidered themſelves 


as empowered to grant their licence for ſuch 


* The Name of the High Conſtable to be here inſerted by the perſon- 
who adminiſters the oath | TER 
'Þ. 4 5 : ta} 77 : 
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proceedin 
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roceedings, as no Tuſtice of the Peace, dul 

ai” of bis Jui, Bs el Ele 5 
rized to grant: Hence an opinion has pre- 
vail'd, for which there is not the ſlighteſt 
ground, that under the permiſſion of the high 
Conſtable, booths may be erctted, Mounte- 
banks may eſtabliſh themſelves in towns, and 
ſtrolling Comedians may. open places for 
theatrical repreſentations. It is hoped, Sir, 
that you have been better informed ; or that, 
if you have hitherto entertained ſuch an ill 
founded opinion, you will henceforth be 
aſſured, that no ſuch privileges as theſe, 
which have been thus falſely aſſumed, are an- 
nexed to the office of a High Conſtable: - 


Having now been informed, wherein your 
duty does not conſiſt, you are to be made ac- 
quainted with what it really is, and if this fum- 
mary of it does not comprehend every parti- 
cular, your own attention and experience 
muſt fill up what is wanting, as occaſions ſhall 
preſent themſelves, , TT 


In the firſt place, you have the direction of 
the petty conſtables, headboroughs, and 
tythingmen, within your hundred or diſtritt, 

You are appointed, together with the petty 
conſtables, to preſerve the King's peace within 
your precintt ; to apprehend felons, rioters, 
&c.; to make hue and cry after felons; to 
take care that the watch be duly kept in your 

2 hundred 
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rogues. and Fare be put in execution. 
It is your duty to preſent unlawful gaming, 


directed ta you by Juſtices of the Peace: you 
are. to iſſuęprecepts to the petty conſtables for 
the appointment of, Jurors, and for many other 
purpoſes, as neceſſity ſhall require: you are 
tig make returns ta the Seſſions of the peace of 
all the articles which concern your office, and 
alſo to cauſe the petty conſtables to make therr 
returns, as often as they are required, and to 
carry the ſame to the aſſizes or quarter ſeſſions, 
without feę or reward. 


It is likewiſe your duty to receive the dupli- 
cates of aſſeſſments of the land- tax from the 
aſſeſſors, and to deliver in the ſame at the 
Quarter ſeſſions pn oath. | 


Lou are to return all Vicuallers and - ale- 
houſe keepers who ſell liquors: without being 
licenſed, and are to'admoniſh perſons that 
entertain inmates, who are likely to be a 
charge to the pariſh, 


VPou are to preſent the faults of petty con- 
ſtables, headboroughs, &c. who neglett to 
apprehend rogues, vagrants, and idle diſor— 


derly perſons, and to execute warrants againſt 


mothers of baſtard children, likely to be 
chargeable 


A<$-3 
chargeable to the pariſh, and, in general, 
againſt perſons of a dangerous deſcription, ſuſ- 


pected of felony, and other enormous 
offences, . 


You are likewiſe to preſent all defects of 
highways and bridges, and the names of thoſe 
who ought to repair them; the ſurveying of 
bridges being often, though not neceſſarily, 
an appendage to your office. You are to 
preſent—ſcavengers, who negle& their duty, 
all common nuiſances in ſtreets and 
highways, — bakers, who ſell bread under 
weight, or adulterated by improper mix- 
ture ; —brewers, who ſell beer to unlicenſed 


alehouſes; foreſtallers *, regrators F, in- 
groſſers I, &c. 


At every Quarter ſeſſions, and ſooner if 
required, you are to pay into the hands of the 
treaſurer of the county-ſtack ſuch ſums of 


* Thoſe who buy or bargain for any corn, cattle or other 
merchandize by the way, as they come to fairs or markets to be 
ſold, before they are brought hither, to ſell the ſame again at 
a higher and greater price. 

r Thoſe who buy and ſell any wares or viftuals in the ſame 
market or fair. The ſtatute 5 and 6 Edward vi. deſcribes them 
to be ſuch, as buy or get into their hands grain, fiſh, butter, 
cheele, pigs, poultry, &c. brought to a market or fair to be 
fold there, and ſell the ſame again in the ſame fair, market ,or 
place, or in ſome other within four miles thereof, FI» 


{ Thoſe who get into their hands large quantities of ſuch food, 
as is neceſſary for man's ſublilicace, to ell the ſame again at an 
exorbitant rate. | 


money 
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money as have been levied and EF ah 
you, Whether under the authority ofa general 
county rate, or otherwiſe ; to be addedto the 

public ſtock for repairing bridges, gaols, and 
of 7 houſes of correction, &c. Out of ſuch money 
ſe as may be in your hands, you are to diſcharge 
of the order of the Juſtices of the Peace within 
y, your hundred for the payment of the petty 
o Þ conſtables reward for apprehending vagrants, 
y, and other realonable charges; and for con- 
d | veying ſuch vagrants towards the place of their 
er | legal ſettlement; and every ſum fo paid by 
x- | you will be allowed in your account by the 
d } treaſurer of the county. And you ought to 
n= | be told, that by the 17 George 2. reſpetting 

vagrants, you are liable to pay 20s. to be 

levied by one Juſtice in your diviſion on your 
if goods and chattels by diſtreſs, for refuſing or 
1e negledting to pay to the petty conſtable fuch 
of reward on demand, and on his producing the 
proper vouchers, when allowed by a Juſtice, 


2 It is true, however, that where you have 
not money in your hands, ſufficient to pay the 
me f expences of maintaining and conveying va— 


Zo grants, &c. a ſubſequent att of 26 George g, 
be | diredts, that the treaſurer ſhall pay the ſame to 
or the petty conſtable, on his producing the 
certificate, and ſuch other vouchers as are 
required. 5 
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: NM. B. Tits here recommended lo the Fuſlices 
not to appoint a publican to the office of a High, 
or Petty Conſtable ; numberleſs inconveniences 
having been found to ariſe from ſuch appoint- 
ment, | | 


CONSTABLE's OATH. 


ſworn in a Court. Leet) in the office of Conſtable, 
( Tythingman or Headborough ) for the townſhip 
( pariſh, hamlet, or precinct) of for 
the year enſuing, according to the beſt of your ſkull 
and knowledge : So help you GOD. 


DIRECTIONS 


P = - — 
_ * —— — 2—ä— —— 
— — — — — 22———— Cres 2 —ů — TER 
— — — — — —B —— —— * 
—_— — 


O U all well and truly ſerve our Sovereign | 
Lord the King, (and the Lord of this Leet, , 
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DIRECTIONS 


PETTY CONSTABLES, &c: 


ON BEING SWORN INTO THEIR OFFICE, 


6 


. 


4. 


33 authorized to take upon you the 
office of a Conſtable, Headborough, &c. 
and having ſworn to diſcharge it faithfully, 
according to the beſt of your ſkill. and know- 
ledge, you are to conſider yourſelf, in all 

our conduct, while you remain in it, as 
acting under the obligation of a ſolemn oath. 


It is concluded, that you are ſuch as the 
law requires you to be, apt and fit for the ex- 
ecution of your office: Now this ſuppoſes, 
that you have honeſty to execute your office 
truly, without malice, affedtion, or-partiali- 
ty: That yon have knowledge* ſufficient to 
direct you what you ought to do, when 


* No one ſhould ever be appointed to the office of Conftable, 
who has not learnt to read; fo as to be capable of underſtanding 
the different nature of the papers put into his hands; and even 
they who cen read, if it be with difficulty, would be much 
benefited by having this tract read to them by ſome intelligent 
neighbour, | 


b 2 properly 


121 


properly inſtructed in the nature of your 
duty: And that you have ability, as well in 
ſubſtance or eſtate, as in body, that you may 
attend upon and execute your office diligently, 


and not neglect your duty, either through 
want, or bodily inability. 


This important office is very imperfetly 


difcharged, and often very dilgracefully neg- 
lected, when it falls into the hands of thoſe, 
who ſucceed to it by rotation, without having 
the qualifications juſt mentioned ; or who, in 
conſideration of a trifling emolument, under- 
take what they are totally unable to perform.— 


But it is time to inform you, what is your | 
power and duty, when once inveſted with 


your ofhce, 


Your authority within your town, tything, | 


borough or village, is, in general, the ſame 
with that of the High Conſtable within his 
hundred or franchiſe. 


You are to keep the peace in the High Con- 
ſtable's abſence ; and are to aſſiſt him in ma- 
king preſentments of whatever ought to 
be preſented at the Aſſizes and Quarter 
ſeſſions ;—what theſe are, you will ſee, by re- 
ferring yourſelf to the High Conſtable's 
Charge, page 3; and by looking forward to 
the article Preſentment, page 31. 


You 


our 
in 
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You are the immediate and proper officers 
to Juſtices of the Peace; and are bound, as 
ſuch, to execute with readineſs and diſpatch, 
and without diſputing, all warrants, . ſum- 
monſes, and precepts, received by you from 
the magiſtrates, where they have juriſdiction, 
and the warrants are lawful; or ſuch as are 
ſent to you from the High Conſtable of your 
diſtrict: on failure herein, you may be in- 
dicted and fined. You are in general to pre- 
ſerve the peace and good order of your pariſh 
or conſtablewick, by every means in your 
power; and when called upon either to quell 
or prevent any breach of the peace, you mult 
immediately attend on the ſpot, and ule your 
utmoſt diligence therein, and are puniſhable 
for neglect. | 


You may arreſt and carry before a Juſtice, 
any one that obſtructs and aſſaults you in the 
due execution of your office, 


If a warrant is directed to you by name, 
commanding you to execute it, though you 
are not compellable to go out of your pariſh, 
ha you may, if you will; and ſhall be juſtified 

y the warrant for executing it in any place in 
the county ; but if the warrant be direQted to 
all conſtables and generally, the conſtable of 
the pariſh wherein the offender is, may moſt 
properly execute it, 


b 3 '..: Wl 
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If any perſon, againſt whom you have a 
warrant, goes into another county, you muſt 
not execute the warrant there, until it is en- 
dorſed by a juſtice of that county; and to 
obtain ſuch endorſement, you, or ſome one 
with you, muſt ſwear to the hand- writing of 
the Juſtice who firſt granted the warrant. You 
mult then carry the offender before a Juſtice 
of the ſame county, who will either admit him 
to bail, or direct you to take him back into 
your own county, as the caſe may require. 
Only be careful, if he be bailed, that you bring 
away the recognizances with you, and forth- 
with deliverthem to the Clerk of the Peace 
of your own county. | 


You muſt carefully preſerve all warrants for 
your own juſtification ; but you ſhould always 
let the Juſtice know what has been done in the 
execution of them. 


No. 1. Afﬀerays. 


Cotes g Toft. 138 You are to command Afrayers 
to keep the peace and depart. 


You may break into a houſe, where there 
is an Affray, to keep the peace, and may make 
freſh purſuit, when neceſſary, into another 


county, | 
The 


J ooo: wa foo) ” 
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The law has armed you with great powers, 


as well for your aſſiſtance, as for your ſafety 
and protection. You may command all per- 
ſons to affiſt you, to prevent a breach of the 

ace: Lou vill be juſtified in repelling force 
by force, if any one aſſaults you in the due 
execution of your office; though gentle means, 
unleſs in a caſe of neceſſity, and for ſelf- 
preſervation, are by all means recommended. 


Any oppoſition to you in the execution of 
your office is always ſeverely puniſhed by the 
courts; and in caſe of death, that which would 
be conſtrued only manſlaughter againſt a 
common perſon, would, if committed againſt 
you, be deemed wilful murder; and ſo ſolici- 
tous is government to maintain the authority 
of your office, that a man was lately executed 
ſor cauſing the death of a conſtable, though 
ſome very palliating circumſtances appeared 
in his caſe, and very powerful intereſt wag 
exerted in his favour. 


You may, without a warrant, take into 
cuſtody any whom you have juſt cauſe to ſuſ- 
pect of felony, or whom you ſee breaking the 
peace, and may take them toa place of con- 
finement, or keep them in your own houſe: 
but you may not in general arreſt any one 
without a warrant, for any offence not com- 
mitted in your preſence, except felony; and 


when 
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when once in your cuſtody, you ſhould, not 
diſmiſs the priſoner at your own diſcretion, 


In general, it may be neceſſary to caution 
you, not to detain any perſon in cuſtody 
longer than neceſſity requires; but to carry 
him or her, as ſoon as conveniently can be, 
before a Juſtice, to be dealt with according to 
law. 


If in an affray, any perſon be deſperately 
wounded, you may arreſt the offender, and 
carry him before a Juſtice; and you may 
purſue Afrayers into any franchiſe or county; 
but being there, you are only an aſſiſtant to 
the Conſtables of that county. 


No. 2. Alehouſes. 


1 J. c. 9. You are to execute warrants on 
og 1 i2 , perſons keeping Alehouſes without 

licence, or licenſed Alehouſe- 
Keepers ſelling leſs than meaſure ; not con- 
niving at any irregularity or diſorder, thro' 
favour, intereſt, or partiality. 


You are frequently to viſit: theſe Alehouſes, 
at ſuch times as it is proper that the doors 
ſhould be ſhut ; viz. a little before divine ſer- 
vice, and, if you have ſuſpicions, ſometimes 


in 
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in the time of divine ſervice; and in an even- 


ing about ten o'clock in the ſummer, and nine 
o'clock in the winter; and at ſuch hours, as 
the Juſtices of the diviſion ſhall reſpectively 
order public houſes to be ſhut up for the 
night ;—You ſhall ſee thoſe rules and orders 
obſerved, which the Juſtices have directed, 
for preſerving peace and good order in the 
ſaid houſes ; and you are to make a faithful 
report, when called upon, to the Juſtices ; 
always remembering the terms of your oath, 
to execute your office truly. 


No. 3. Bakers. 


You are to levy penalties, un- 
er the Juſtice's warrant, on 
Bakers making or ſelling bread, deficient ei- 
ther in weight or goodneſs; or any wa 
offending againſt thoſe ſalutary laws, which 
have been made reſpetting this eſſential article 
of ſubſiſtence ; and you are to be careful to 
return the money, as diretted, | 


30 G. 2. Co 39. 
13 G. 3. c. 62. d 


No. 4. Baſtards, 


You are to apprehend the mothers of Bas- 
tard Children, that are likely to become 


chargeable 


E 


chargeable to the pariſh, when a warrant is 
obtained from a Magiſtrate at the requeſt of 
the pariſh officers for that purpoſe: And 
if, having a warrant to apprehend thereputed 
father of a Baſtard Child, you wilkully or neg- 
ligently ſuffer him to eſcape, you may be 
bound over to the Seſſions, and there indifted, 
fined, and impriſoned, 


No. 5. Bawdy-Houſes. 


You may, with a ſearch warrant, and with 
proper aſſiſtance, enter Baudy-Houſes, to arreſt 
perſons with lewd diſorderly women ; and 
having found them, you are to carry them 
before a Juſtice, who will bind them over to 
their good behaviour. 


25 6. 2.c. 26. On notice given you in writing, 
by two inhabitants, paying Scot and Lot, that 
they are ready to produce evidence againſt any. 
perſon for keeping a Bawdy- Houſe, Gaming- 
Houſe, &c. you are to attend them to a Juſtice, 
who will bind both them and you to proſecute 
ſuch perſon with effect; — and you will be 
allowed all reaſonable expences of fuch pro- 


ſecution, to be paid by the overſeers of the 


poor; and a reward of 10l. each, will te 
moreover paid to the ſaid inhabitants. 


If 
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If you refuſe to attend fuch inhabitants to 
the Juſtice, you are liable to forfeit 20l. 


No. 6. Billeting. 


See 8 0 L. D. I E Rs. 


No. 7. Carriages for Soldiers. 


2 g. 11. You are to provide Carriages 


on the marching of Soldiers, having received 
orders from a Juſtice of the Peace, and may 
demand 1s. per mile of the officers for a wag- 
gon, and gd. per mile for a cart; not obli- 
ging any waggoner to carry above twenty 
hundred weight. 


If you are at greater expence than 1s before 
allowed for providing Carriages, you are to 
be reimburſed by the Treaſurer of the county, 


| No. 8. Coroner. 


4 F. 1. f. 2. On recciving a precept from 
the Coroner for that purpoſe, you are, with the 
aſſiſtance of the conſtables in the neighbouring 
townſhips, to return a competent number of 


good 


[16 ] 


good and lawful men of your townſhips, to 
appear before him in ſuch a place, and to 
make an inquiſition touching the matter, on 
which the Coroner hath had notice to attend. 


No. 9. Courts of Seſſion 
and Aſhze. 


It is a conſiderable part of your duty, under 
the diceftions of the high conſtable or bailiff 


of the hundred, to preſerve quietneſs, order, 


and decency, in the Courts of Juſtice, where 
you are required to attend for that very pur- 
poſe. Your negligence herein occaſions a 
great obſtruction to the proceedings of the 
court; and you are liable to be puniſhed for 
your inattention to your duty, at the diſcreti- 


on of the Judges or Magiſtrates who preſide 
there. 


No. 10. Cuſtoms. 


9 C. e. c. 35. You are to be aſſiſting to all 
perſons appointed by the King for the collett- 
ing and management of the Cuſtoms, and to 
perſons who have a warrant to make ſearch 
for goods, thathave not paid the proper duties; 
jor which purpoſe you may enter into any 


houſe 


11 
1 


2 
1 
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houſe in the day-time, and if reſiſted may 
break open doors, having demanded entrance 
in the King's name as conſtable; but you will 
remember, that you be made reſponſible for 
what you ſhall have done on this occaſion. 


You may take up perſons lurking abont the 
ſea coaſt, and ſuſpected of being concerned 
in ſmuggling goods, and carry them before a 
Juſtice, to be ſent to the houle of correction, 
if he thinks it neceſſary, 


No. 11. Deſerters. 


2 6. 3. 0 11. Lou are empovwered to take u 
e any perſon ſuſpected of Deſertion, 
and to bring him beſore a juſtice; and will 
be entitled to 20s. reward for apprehending 
him, if the ſuſpicion prove true; to be paid 
by the collector of the land-tax, on warrant 
from a ſuſtice. 


N. B. You may cauſe it to be known, that 
any perſon harbouring, concealing, or aſſiſt- 


ing a Deſerter, forteits gl. 


Pu 
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No. 12. Diſtillers. 


384 H. & M. ou are to be aſſiſting the 


c. 13. r 5 | 
w& 111, g. Officers of exciſe in entering the 
c. 4. houſes of Diſtillers, ſuſpected of 


uſing unlawful ſtills, or of being guilty of any 
illegal practices. 


No. 13. Diſtreſs. 


2 N. & M. V. In taking Diſtreſſes, you are 

et to aſſiſt the landlord, or perſon 
diſtraining for rent; and may cauſe the goods 
to be appraiſed, and ſale made, if ſatisfaction 


be not given for the ſame in five days. 


In all caſes of Diſtreſs and ſale, by virtue 
of a warrant from c a cuptbon the Peace, you 
are carefully to avoid any wanton or improper 
exerciſe of your own authority *“; you are to 
have as tender a regard to the property of 
your neighbour as poſſible; that it may not be 


* There is nced of this caution, hecauſe it has been frequently 
known, that the conſtable, either being a friend to the landlord 
or creditor, or being himſelf an intereſted party, has by his own 
authority made a forcible entry on the premiſes, made his own 
eſtimate of the value of the goods found thereon, and fold them 
at his own time, and at his own price, to the utter ruin of the 


Hel pleſs debtor ' 
carelcſoly 


mw, A 8 


+ A&A 
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careleſsly or miſchievouſly abuſed, nor ſold 
for leſs than its real value; 


You are to cauſe the goods to be appraiſed, 
the according to the beſt {kill and underſtanding 
the of the appraiſer, and afterwards ſell the ſame 
d of F forthe beſt price that can be got, reſerving the 
any F overplus for the uſe of the owner, and paying 

the ſame into his or her hands. 


No. 14. Drunkennels. 


are It is your duty to do all that is in your 
ON power to diſcourage the ruinous vice, of 
ds Drunkenneſs within your pariſh. Indeed; all 
on Conſtables, Churchwardens, Aleconners, and 
Sideſmen, are engaged to preſent this offence, 
and alſo all unlawful loitering at a public houſe 
ue for the purpoſe of tippling and drinking. 


v4 No. 1 5 Elections. 


At any Election Poll, where you are requir'd 
| to attend, you are to do all in your power to 
I preſerve peace and good order in the conduct 
n of the poll; you are, without any partiality, 
alike to aſſiſt all perſons going to poll for either 
: candidate; and alſo uſe your utmoſt endea- 
vours to aſſiſt and ſecure their return from the 
Huſtings. 

| C 2 7 No. 16. 
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No. 16. Eſcape. 


om ,, Your permitting a felon to 

n eſcape before he is arreſted, is a 
miſdemeanor, for which you may be indicted 
and fined. But if he be actually taken and in 
cuſtody, and you voluntarily ſuffer him to 
eſcape, or to kill and deſtroy himſelf, it 1s 
felony in you: but if the Eſcape is by negli- 
gence, or involuntary, or if the felon deſtroys 
himſelf unawares to you, you are only ſubjett 
to a fine ; yet that fine may be ſuch, as you 
may wiſh you had had the prudence to endea- 
vour to avoid. 


You may purſue an offender making an 


Eſcape into another county, and bring him 


back to the Juſtice of the Peace. If any per- 
fon aids a priſoner to eſcape from your cuſto- 
dy, when you are condutting him to priſon, 
by virtue of a warrant of commitment for 
treaſon or felony, he is guilty of felony, and 
liable to be tranſported for ſeven years, 


No. 17. \ Exciſe. 


9 2. C, 23. You will be 8 en upon 
c. and muſt always be ready, to 


| give 


— 2 — 


in, Win „ 0 
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give your aſſiſtance to the officers of Exciſe, 
who can only in the day-time, without your 
reſence, enter the premiſes of ſuſpetted 
offenders, for the diſcovery of frauds: If a 
door is to be broken open, and entry to be 
made in the night time, it muſt be done only 
in your preſence. | 


You are alfo to levy the penalties on 
offenders againſt the laws of Exciſe by 
diſtreſs, &c. 


No. 18. Executions. 


You may expett to be occaſionally called 
forth to attend the laſt moments of expiring 
Criminals: On all ſuch occaſions, you are 
to ule your utmoſt endeavours to keep up the 
folemnity of that awful ſcene. You are to 
endeavour to ſuppreſs all indecent behaviour 
in the ſpectators, who are but too apt to con- 
fider as a holiday-ſhew, what is really the moſt 
ſerious exhibition in the world. 


No. 19. Felony. 


27 E. c. 13 You may put a felon in the ſtocks, 
and lock him in: or you may put 


C 3 irons 


[ an ] 
irons on him, or pinion him, if you ſee it 


neceſſary, to prevent an eſcape, when about 
to carry him before a Juſtice, or to gaol, 


Where a felony has been committed, you 


cannot diſcharge a perſon arreſted on ſuſpicion 


of felony: It being a principal part of your 
duty to apprehend felons, you may call other 
perſons to your aid, and carry ſuſpetted per- 
ſons before a Juſtice of the Peace to be 
examined. 8 


You may ſearch houſes, in which it is ſuſ- 
pected that felons are concealed, or goods 
ſtolen ; but it will be for your greater ſecurity 
to att herein under a juſtice's warrant, 


Tf felons or murderers be in your town or 
village, and you have notice of it, you are to 
command aſſiſtance and apprehend them; 


and afterward, it is your duty to ſee them 
conveyed to gaol. 


If a felon abſconds, you are to ſeize and 
make an inventory of his goods; you are alſo 
to raiſe hue and cry after him, and give no- 
tice to the next conſtable, &c. And if he is 


apprehended in another county, ke muſt be 


carried before a Juſtice of that county 


wherein 


ut 


L 23 ] 


wherein he is taken, and committed to gaok 
there, and not in the county where the fact 
was done. 


No. 20. Fires, 


Such of you as are conſtables in large towns, 
it is but too probable may be called upon to 
aſſiſt at Fires, in order to prevent the depre- 
dations, that are moſt inhumanly committed 
in ſuch ſeaſons of diſtreſs: Your activity and 
watchfulncſs on ſuch occaſions, as well as your 
aſſiſtance in putting out the fire, and cauſing 
the people to work, will be praiſe- worthy, 
and will not be unrewarded: your negligence, 
and much more your connivance at any att of 
plunder, would be unpardonable. 


No. 21. Forcible Entry. 


15 N. 2. c. 2. When houſes and lands are entered 

into by violence, and detained by force, 
and you are called upon to aſſiſt the Juſtices | 
in removing the force, or in carrying the 
offenders to gaol ; if you refuſe, you may be 
yourſelf committed and fined, 


No. 22, © 


L 4 
No. 22. Game. 


5 4. c. 14. You may carry higlers, innkeep- 
r ers, &c. before a Juſtice, having 
in their cuſtody hares, pheaſants, partridges, 
or other game, contrary to law; or perſons 
who ſhall buy or ſell any ſuch game. 


You may carry any perſon, not qualified, 


before a Juſtice, for keeping greyhounds, 
ſetting dogs, &c. 


No. 23. Gaming-Houſes. 


You are to give notice to the high conſtable, 


that he may lay before the Magiſtrates at their 
general licenſing, an account of all publicans 
who ſuffer ſkittles, nine pins, or unlawful 
games, to be uſed in their premiſes ; and you 
are to be ready, when called upon by two 
inhabitants, to proſecute Gaming-Houſes, 
according to the ſtatute 25 G. 2. c. 36. 
recited in No, 5. \'2, 


No, 24. 


mod A HM. 
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No. 24. Gaol. 


375 6. 10. You may, by warrant, ſell the 
9: + © offender's goods to defray the 
charge of carrying him to Gaol. 


If the Gaolor refuſes to receive a felon, or 
one fuſpetted of felony, you may ſecure the 
priſoner in your own houſe, or carry him back 
to the town where apprehended ; and the 
town ſhall be chargeable for the keeping of him 
till the next gaol delivery, when the gaoler 
ſhall be puniſh'd, 


No. 25. Hawkers, &c. 


25 L 3. c. 78. You are to aſliſt in putting 
3 the laws in execution againſt 
Hawkers and Pedlars travelling without licence, 
on pain of forfeiting 408. for your neglett 
herein 


No. 26. Hedge-breakers. 


43 ECliz. 7. You are, for the firſt offence, 


| which will be expreſſed in the 
warrant, to whip perſons convitted of Hedge- 
breaking, robbing of orchards, &c. when 


committed 


301 


committed to yon by warrant from a Juſtice 
for that purpoſe ; which if you neglett to do, 
the Juſtice may commit you without bail, till 
the offender is whipped. You may apprehend 
perſons having in their poſſeſſion bundles of 
wood, poles, rails, poſts, &c. ſuſpetted to 
be ſtolen ; and you are the rather required to 
be ſtrict in your duty in this matter, becauſe 
tho” wood-ſtealing may appear to be a trifling 
offence, 1t is not only very injurious to private 
property, but is an introduttion to other 
greater acts of diſhoneſty, and leads to the 
moſt ſerious and alarming conſequences, 


No. 27. Highways. | * 


136. 3. c. 78. | You are to return liſts of per- 
ſons nominated at the veſtry for 
furveyors of the Highways, within three days 
after the meeting, to ſome Juſtice in the 
diviſion, to be inſpected by him previous to 
the ſpecial ſeſſions, to be held yearly in the 
week next after the Michaelmas general 
quarter ſeſſions, 
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No. 28. Hue and Cry. 


9 E. c. 1. You may raiſe a Hue and Cry, 


?7 £42. c. 13+ forthe purſuing and apprehending 
of an offender where a felony is committed, 
and he flies for the ſame : this is commonly 
made, where a robbery has been committed 
on the highway. 


On the felon's being deſcribed, and infor- 
mation being given you which way he is gone, 
you are to call upon the pariſhioners to aſſiſt 
you in the purſuit in your precintt: and if the 
offender be not there, you are to give notice 
to the next conſtable, and ſo on. The firſt 
conſtable to take an inventory of the felon's 
goods, in the preſence of his neighbours, 


No. 29. jurors. 


W. 3. c. At Michaelmas ſeſſions yearly, 

32. you are to deliver in, in open 
Court, if not done by the conſtables of the 
hundred, a true liſt in writing, containing the 
names and places of abode ( with their titles 
and additions ) of all perſons within your con- 
ftablewick between 21 and 70 qualified to 


ſerve 


[ 28 J 


ſerve on Juries, by having in their own 
names, or in truſt ſor them, within the ſame 
county where the iſſue is to be tried, 1ol. a 
year of freehold or copyhold lands, or 20l. a 
year leaſehold. This lift you muſt firſt take 
to a Juſtice of Peace, unſigned; you muſt 
ſign or ſubſcribe it in his preſence; and muſt 
ſwear to the truth of it before him; which the 
Juſtice muſt atteſt, before it be produced in 
open Court, and a Copy of it you are to put 


up againſt the church door | 
Fe 
| / 3 © 


No. % Land Tat 


2 C. 3. c. 3. You arc, if required, to aſſiſt 

in gathering the Land Tax; and 
where payment is refuſed, by warrant from 
commiſhoners, to take diſtreſs; and in the 
day- time, you may Juſtify breaking open 
houſes to diſtrain goods. 


No. 31. Malt. 


23 3 Ed. 6. c. You may be called upon to 
2 attend and aſſiſt the revenue 
officers, in certain caſes reſpecting the duties 
on Malt; when they have reaſonable ground 
to ſuſpect, that there are any fraudulent 
pradtices reſpetting the making or mixing the 
ſame, 
No. 32- 
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No. 32. Meaſures and Weights. 


8 H. 6. c. 5. 


Your duty is to affiſt Aleconners 
41 H. 7: c. 4. 


Sideſmen, &c. in making fre— 
uent and diligent enquiries concerning the 


ule of lawful Meaſures and Weights ; of the 


former:in the public houſes, and of both in 
the ſeveral ſhops within your pariſh, 


* No. 33. Militia, 
3 
26 C. 3. c 10% You with the High Conſtable 
| | and all other Peace officers, 
ſhall be aiding and aſſiſting to his Majeſty's 
lieutenants, and their deputy lieutenants and 
Juſtices to the utmoſt of your power in the 
execution of all acts relating to the Mililia. 


You are to return juſt and true liſts of 
perſons liable to ſerve in the Militia, which, 
when drawn out, you are to ſtick up againſt 
the door of your pariſh-church, and you may 
be puniſhed by fine and impriſonment for any 
neglect or fraud or wilful partiality therein. 


0 80 1 
No. 4. Night-Walkers. . 


6 E. 3. c. 14 You are authorized by the com- 

mon law to take up Night- 
Walkers of ill fame, and to carry them before 
a Juſtice of the Peace, who may bind them to 
good behaviour: But it has been held, that 
they mult be found by you in ſome reſpett or 
other guilty of a breach of the peace, or in 
ſome unlawful act. 


No. 33. DPillory. 


When you are called upon to give your 
aſſiſtance and preſerve the peace, while an 
offender is ſtanding on the Pillory, you are to 
do your utmoſt to prevent any outrage from 
taking place; you are not to connive at 
perſons wounding and abuſing ſuch offender ; 
the puniſhment of the Pillory being a puniſh- 
ment of great and laſting infamy, and not of 
perſonal ſuffering. 


No. 36. Players, 


77 C. 2. c. 3. You may take up as vagrants, 
all common Players of interludes, 


jugglers, 


N- 
Ul 
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jugglers, &c. wanderihg about your pariſh, 
and performing entertainments of the ſtage 
' without licence. Your diligence herein will 
entitle you to the approbation of every friend 
to good order, and eſpecially thoſe that wiſh 
well to the lower orders of the people. 


No. 37. Preſentment. 


You are required to make Preſentment on 
oath at the Quarter ſeſſions and Aſſizes of all 
things within your knowledge againſt the 
peace; as Affrays, drunkenneſs, gaming— 
houſes, felonies, foreſtallers, (ſee p. 4.) 


nuiſances, diſturbers of the Peace, falſe 


weights and meaſures, reſcues, &. You are 
to make your enquiry and preſentment, make 
your returns, and preſent them to a Juſtice 
to ſign, and then carry them to the High 
Conſtable, who makes oath that he received 
them from the petty conſtable, 


The form of the preſentment muſt be of 


this fort ; 


| 
| 


: 
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; 
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The preſentment of A. B. eonſtable of 
in the county of - | +; made af 
the general Quarter ſeſſions of the peace, 
held for the ſaid county the day of 
in the year 
The ſaid A. B. ſays, and preſents upon his 
oath, that C. D. of the pariſh of 
In the county of 
aforeſaid does at this time keep, and has for 
| the ſpace of one month paſt kept, an unlawſul 
0} gaming-houſe in the pariſh of 
viz. He has permitted ſervants, apprentices, 
! and labourers, to play. at cards, dice, and 
| other games prohibited by law, to the. great 
| encouragement of vice, and difturbance of 
the neighbourhood there. 


The ſaid A. B. likewiſe preſents upon bis 
oath, that E. F. of the ſaid pariſh of : 
has Jately carried out offenſive materials, and 
filth, into the highways, which are a common 
nuifance to the pariſh, and an annoyance to 
travellers. 


The ſaid A. B. alſo preſents G. H. to be a 
common diſturber of the peace. To this you 
may add the preſentment of any notorious 
offence within your cognizance, 


No. 38, 


„K- — A te 


FEE 


E 7 
No. 38. | Riot. 


16 N. e. 6. 2. Tou are to ſuppreſs all Riots, 

16:45 and you may by your own au- 
thority commit Rioters, at leaſt, till you can 
ſafely convey them to a Juſtice. 


If twelve or more perſons unlawfully and 
riotoully aſſemble, a Juſtice, Sheriff, Mayor, 
or other head-officer of any town corporate, 
on notice of ſuch aſſembly, ſhall come as near 
them as he can with ſafety, and make the 
following proclamation : 


Our Sovereign Lord the King charges and 
commands all perſons aſſembled, immediately to 
diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably depart to their 
habitations, or lawful buſineſs, on pain of impri- 
ſonment, or the penalties inſlicted by the act made 
in the firſt year of the reign of King George J. 
for preventing tumults and 110tous aſſemblies... 


If within an hour after this proclamation is 
made, the rioters do not diſperſe ; or if they 
hinder the proclamation, or him who makes 
it, it is felony without benefit of clergy ; and 
you with proper aſſiſtance may ſeize and carry 
them before a Juſtice, 


d 3 No, 39-- 
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No. 39. Robbery. 


27 E. c. 13. If a Robbery on the highway is 

committed, and damages have 
been recovered againſt the hundred, and a tax 
is ſet by two Juſtices on the hundred, your 


duty isto levy the ſame within your pariſh, 


within go days after the order for levying it is 
received. 


No. 40. Soldiers. 


46. 3. c. 3. Tour duty is to billet or quarter 

; Officers and Soldiers in inns, 
alehouſes, livery ſtables, and all houſes ſelling 
brandy, ſtrong waters, cyder, &c. by retail, 
and no other. You are to do your duty herein 
according to your beſt judgement without 
partiality, and without any unneceſſary delay. 
You are to take no reward to excuſe any per- 
ſon, under a penalty of 408. or' not leſs than 
ros.; and perſons liable to be quartered upon, 
and refuſing, are liable to pay gl. or not leſs 
than 40s. 


No, 41. 
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No. 41. Summons. 


See WARRANT. 
No. 42. Sunday. 


1 Car. c. 1. You, as well as other pariſh 
29 Car. 2. c. 7. officers, are to take care, as 
much as in you lies, that the Sas8BaTa be 
not profaned. You, with the church-wardens, 


are to levy the penalties as directed by the 


magiſtrate, on ſuch as uſe paſtimes, games or 
plays, on a Sunday ; to be applied to the uſe 
of the poor ; or to take care that the offend- 
ers be ſet in the locks at the juſtice's 
diſcretion, 


You, as well as the church-wardens, are to 
give information to the magiſtrate, of all 


drovers with cattle travelling through your 


pariſh, and all drivers of ſtage-waggons, and 
all perſons exerciſing their trades on the 
LoRp's Day. You are to ſee that ſhops be 


not opened, nor any worldly calling purſued 


on the SABBATH, except works of neceſſity 
and charity. Vou are further to carry into 
effect, ſuch orders and regulations of Juſtices, 
as ſhall from time to time be made within their 


juriſdiction, for the better keeping the Sab- 


bath Day Holy, 


You 


1 

You may apprehend and carry before a 

Juſtice, perſons, who diſturb a miniſter in his 

preaching, praying, or adminiſtering the 
lacrament. 


No. 43. Swearing. 


19 C. 2. c. 21, This vice, which is a ſcandal 
to a chriſtian country, a due 
exertion of your olſice might prove the means 


of checking, and by degees that re formation 


may be produced by che ſear of puniſhment, 
which the commands of the Supreme Being, 
alas! are too weak to effect. One caution, 


however, you are to obſerve: if any perſon, 


unknown to you, {wears in your hearing, you 
are to lay hold on the offender, and carry him 
before a magiſtrate, that on your oath he may 


be convicted : — If he be known to you, you 


are to give information to the magiſtrate, that 
the offender may be ſummoned and convitted. 


If you neglett to perform your duty herein, 


you forfeit 40s. 


No 44. Tithes. 


By warrant from two juſtices, you are to 
levy ſums due for the payment of /mall Tithes, 


by diſtreſs 


LY }3 


by diſtreſs and ſale of the goods and chattels, * 


the perſon reſuſing to make ſuch mn 
vich i to is ta amount of 10s. 


No. 4 5. | Vagrants, 


, 
Fat 


17 6. Wee. G. 0 V bu a are to eng n 

t ol ever y deſcription, ſo miſchiev- 
ous and e to ſociety, and carry them 
before a Juſtice. If directed by him to 
whip them, before you convey: them either 
towards, or to the Place of their legal ſettle» 
ment, you are to do your duty herein, effettu« 
ally, without either mercileſs * or ridi- 
culous lenity. 


v. agrancy is an offence, too big wich miſt 
chief to be treated with indifference : 
Your duty, therefore, is to give ſuch as are 
convicted of it, due correQion; if they are not 
ſent to the Houſe of Correction; and then to 
convey them, if their ſettlement is in another 
county, to the firſt diſtrict or town in the next 
county; deliver them to the conſtable, and 
take his receipt, as a certificate of your due 
performance of your ſervice herein, and as the 
ground of your demand of the reward from 
the High Conſtable, for apprehending and 
conveying them. By vagrants, who are of a 
very numerous tribe, you will underſtand, in 


general 


\ 
\ 
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general, ſuch as lie in barns, and outhouſes, 
or in the open air, without employment; ſuch 
as are found wandering and begging, without 
any apparent endeavours to gain an honeſt 
livelihood by uſeful} labour, | 


You are required to keep a watchful eye upon 
theſe, and all ſtrangers of ſuſpicious - appear- 
ance {trolling about, eſpecially at unſeaſonable 
hours in the night, and refuſing or unable to 
give a good account of themſelves ; and it is 
your duty to give information of all perſons 
harbouring Vagrants, that they may be con- 
victed of ſuch offence, 


Your ſuffering a Vagrant, whom you have 
in charge, under a paſs-warrant, to eſcape, 
fubjetts you to a penalty“ of 20l. 


No. 46. Warrant, 


You are carefully to diſtinguiſh between a 
Warrant and a Summons, becauſe your duty 
is very different in the different caſes, —— 
When a Summons is delivered to you, you 
have done your duty, if you have made the 
contents known to the party, againſt whom 1t 


* This Eſcape ſo frequently happens, that the attention of 
the Magiſtrates to this penal clauſe. of the ſlatute would be 
found of great ſervice to the publie. 


is granted 
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is granted, and have attended yourſelf at the 
time and place ſet forth in the Summons, to 
acquaint the Juſtice of the Peace, who granted 
it, what you have done reſpecting it. It is 
neceſſary that you ſhould always attend the 
Juſtice at the time appointed by him in the 
Summons ; as in many inſtances, when the 
party does not appear, your evidence that the 
ſummons was duly made, enables the Juſtice 
to proceed in the {ame manner as if the party 


bad perſonally appeared, 


When you have a Warrant to execute, the 
caſe is otherwiſe, You are then, without 
delay, to apprehend and bring the offender 
before the Juſtice, who granted it. if it be 
ſpecially mentioned; or otherwiſe before ſome 
other Juſtice of the county “, at your own di- 
cretion; to hold him in cuſtody, till he is 
diſcharged from your care, by an immediate 
acquittal before the magiſtrate, or till you ſhall 
have delivered him into the cuſtody of the 
gaoler, there to be ſafely detained, till he is 
releaſed from thence by due courſe of law. 


Though this power is given to the conſtable; yet he is 


not to indulge his own humourin the choice of a rg rate ina 
t 


diſtant ſituation, to the great inconvenience of 


partics 
concerned, 


It 
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It may be ſatisfactory to you to be informed, 
that you are required every three months, and 
within 14 days after you go out of your office, 
to deliver to the overſeers of the poor of the 
pariſh or precinct, a juſt account in writing, 
fairly entered in a book to be kept for that 
purpoſe, and ſigned by you, of all ſums 
expended by you on account of the pariſh, in 
all caſes not otherwiſe provided for by law; 
and alſo of all ſums received by you on 
account of the pariſh :—The balance of your 
account, if allowed, ſhall be paid you by the 
overſeers, within 14 days after delivery; but 
if diſallowed, and delivered back to you, you 
may, on giving reaſonable notice to the 
overſeers, produce the book before a Juſtice; 
who ſhall examine the ſame, and hear objec- 
tions, and ſettle the ſum, which to him ſhall 
appear due, which being entered and ſigned 
by his name, the overſeers ſhall pay ; but the 
overicers, if aggrieved, may appeal to the 
next general or quarter ſeſſions. 


CONCLUSION. 


Having now laid before you the moſt 
eſſential parts of your duty, and the beft 
methods of executing it, it remains that I 
earneſtly exhort you almoſt in the very words 
of a late reſpettable Magiſtrate, ſtrictly to 
attend to theſe inſtructions in every particular. 


To this you are bound by your oath, and by 


every tie of common prudence, The ſafety of 


your neighbours, the confidence placed in 
you by the laws of your country, and above all 
conſcience towards God, unite in requiring 
It at your hands. If a robbery or murder 
ſhould be the conſequence of your negleA, or 


even diſorders of a leſs alarming nature, Can 


you hope to be forgiven by God or men ? Can 


— 


8 you 
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you ever forgive yourſelves for abuſing the 
truſt repoſed in you, or for not having made 
the beſt uſe of the power, with which you 
have been inveſted by the laws of the land? 
Put this queſtion frequently to yourſelves, and 
it will certainly rouſe you to an active diſ- 
charge of your duty. Indeed, ſelf intercſts 
to which none of us are apt to be inattentive, 
will make you reſolve on doing your utmolt 
for the public good. For if you vigorouſly 
execute the laws during your time, though it 
mould be only for a year or two, you will 
leave a much eaſier taſk to your ſucceſſors, 
Who will not only be better enabled, but 
ſtrongly encouraged to follow your good 
example; and chus in a ſhort time, every man, 
and yourſelves among the reſt, may go about 
your buſineſs, or betake yourſelves to your | 
Tepoſe in perfect ſecurity. Beſides, your 
ood condutt will give dignity to your office 
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while you hold it, and procure you the laſting 
reſpett of all good men. 


J intreat you therefore, as you regard the 
peace and ſafety, the lives and properties of 
your fellow ſubje&s, as you reverence the 
laws of your country, as you with to live re- 


ſpected, and when you die to meet with that 


ſolemn approbation, Mell done good and faith. 
Jul ſervant, I beſeech you to be diligent, active, 


and honeſt, in the diſcharge of your duty. 


Your negligence eannot now take refuge — 


under the plea of ignorance. I have plainly 


laid before you what is required and expected 
from you. If you will not do it, the ſhame 
and the guilt, together with the penalties of 


the. laws, vill be upon your own head. 
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1. Arras 4 D 
2. Alchouſes - - 
3. Bakers = . 
4. Baſtards. wh 8 
g. Bawdy Houſes — - 
6. Billetting. See Soldiers. 
7. Carriages for Soldiers n 
8. Coroner - 2 1 
9. Courts of Seſſion or Aſſize - 
ro. Cuſtoms Bo Yer - ; 
11. Deſerters — = 
12, Diſtillers " 7 
13. Diſtreſs - — — - 
14. Drunkenneſs a « 


15. EleQtions 
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Elections 
Eſcape i 


. Exciſe w 
. Executions | 
. Felony M 
Fires - 
Forcible Entry 


Game _ 


Gaming Houſes 


. Gaoler 4 


Hawkers &c. 
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. Hue and Cry 
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. Pillory 
Players 
Preſentment 
Riot 
Robbery 
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Summons. 
Sunday 
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